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Politics of Lurope, 


The Shipping Report of yesterday was blank. The Dawk of 
Sunday brought the Bomaay Courter of the Ist, and the Dawk 
of yesterday brought the Mapras Gazetre of the 8th instant, 
from both of which some local Extracts will be found in ano- 
ther place. 


We have given the Evidence of Mr. Crawfurd, before the 
Committee of the House of Lords, on the subject of the Eastern 
and China Trade, in our Paper of to-day; and resumed, as pro- 
mised, the regular publication of our Asiatic Correspondence, 
which we hope to be able to continue with little interruption. 


The anger and violence of our Brother Editors (“ Behold 
how good and pleasant it is for Brethren to dwell together in 
unity.”) grows warmer and louder with each succeeding day ; and 
the lower they fallin reason and argument, the higher they are 
sure to rise in rage and bitterness. We have too great a regard 
for the cause in which we are engaged to tarnish its victories by 
the use of such weapons, and too much consideration for the taste 
and feelings of our readers, to wound both by followine our Op- 
ponents into the mire with which they have surrounded them- 
selves, If any one should desire to see to what lengths personal 
hostility will lead those who yield themselves up to its baleful 
influence, let them read the Joun But of yesterday, and we are 
persuaded that they will rise from its perusal with a conviction 
of that Paper being itself guilty in the highest degree of the very 
charges which it. endeavours to substantiate against us, 


Within our recollection, there has never been in India 
such coarseness of language, such bitterness of einvective in 
any Publication, as‘ in those which have come fiom under 
the hand of this Protean Editor, who, shift as he may, from 
Radical to Whig, from Whig to Tory, from Tory to Ultra, 
or other names, if such there be to designate the most com- 
plete abandoment of all former principles and. professions, is 
sure to drag after him all the slime and filth of each, carrying 
it along his track from Clive Street to the Tank Square, 
and from thence to the tainted atmosphere of the Bow Bazar; 
yet this is the privileged Paper that is to be permitted to 
indulge the most licentious abuse of others, at the very mo- 
ment that those who are filling its pages with calumny aginst 
individuals, instead of combatting a principle or defending a 
cause, are crying out with all their might for hosest men to be 
gaggeJ, for those who uphold the Laws as superior to Discretion 
to be punished, and for the Press that dares to contend for equal 
justice to all, to be put down by force !—Can these things be, and 
Encutsumen look on and approve? If so—we blush for the de- 
gradation of Indian feeling, and look to England and to Posterity 
for their just judgement on this iniquitous combination, to oppose 
the free exercise of that Reason which is God’s best gift to man, 
and was bestowed on bim, not to be concealed or suppressed, 
but to be freely used for the purposes of general good, and for 
the advancement of the liberty and happiness of the human race. 


The Mapras Gazette which rcached us yesterday, contains 
an Extract from the Lonpon Counier, regarding the Joun 
Butt at home, which will shew the abhorrence in which even the 
most abandoned and unprinci;'ed writers, who have yet any re- 
gard to appearances left, are oblied to profess, at least to English 
Readers, to hold so villainous a Publication. The following are 
the paragraphs from the Mapras Gasetre alluded t@ above :— 
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“In this day’s Supplement, (September 8) we have given 
the debate which ensued in the Commons House of Par- 
iament, previous to the committal of the acknowledged Edi- 
tor of that infamous Paper the “ Joun Buti” to Newgate. Even 
the Lonnon Counter calls out upon this occasion in the follow- 
ing strain against this Paper, which, it is to be recollected, 
has been quoted in so many instances, by the Ministerial Jour- 
nals of India! 

“The debate in the House of Commons last night, upon the 
question of Privilege, brought before it by Mr. Bennet, will be 
read with deep interest by the country, It assumed,—and it 
was impossible it should not do so,—a character quite distinct 
from that of a dry technical discussion upon Parliamentary Pri- 
vilege. The opinion aad conduct of political parties in analo- 
gous circumstances came into view ; and the practical inferences 
which are deducible from the whole proceeding, must not be for- 
gotten. Far, very far, are we from blaming Mr. Bennet for the 
course he adopted. As far are we from approving, in any man- 
ner, the avowed and predominating principle of the Paper in 
question, We are notin the habit of sacrificing moral distine- 
tions upon the altar of political partialities. We have always 
held ie utter scorn and abhorrence, the base attacks upon private 
character, the slanderous disclosures of private life, the malig- 
nant publicity given to private failings, (even where they exist,) 
which have so Jong been the favourite instrumeuts of hostility 
wielded by the seditious and blasphemous press. There is an 
unmitigated depravity of heart necessary to such practices, from 
which every well-regulated mind must turn with loathing. 

“The public conduct of public men, in a free and enlightened 
country like this, must be the property of public opinion; and 
that opinion can be pronounced only through its legitimate organ, 
the public press. It would certainly be desirable, though we are 
far from deeming it possible, that even political controversies 
should be carried on without, degenerating igfo personalities. 
We are not, however, so fastidious, as to ris the stupendous 
benefit we derive from the intrepid examination of the conduct 
of public men, for the sake of a little occasional asperity in the 
process, Nor are we quite so romantic as to expect, in the tur 
bulence and almost the phrevzy of popular excitement, that 
every nice and delicate observance ef refined and polished societ’, 
should be maintained. Something of evil adheres to all carthly 
good, But, when fair and manly opposition degenerates into 
moral assassination ; when domestic peace is assailed, from the 
wretched desire to wound a public opponent; when the memor 
of the dead is blaste&, because perhaps the honour of the livin, 
cannot be touched ; when, upon a slender basis of truth, a broa, 
and bitter calumny is reared, the more difficult to refute becaus,, 
artfully mingled with something that cannot be denied; whe, 
even truth itself is utterly disregarded, and the ready lie i, 
forged to supply its place ; when these practices are resorted to 
in the pursuit of a pretended political end, there surely can be" 
but one opinion among honourable men, as to the feelings they 
should excite. Independently, indeed, of all nobler and better 
motives for reprobating such practices, every man has a personal 
interest in discountenancing them; for who is there that has 
passed through life so pure and spotless, that he would dare to 
affirm he feared no inquisitive glance into its most retired mo- 
ments, and cared not if the world were invited to gaze upon them.” 


It would be easy to prove that the Joun Butt of this place 
is to the full as slanderous, as calumpiating, and as base, as its 
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great Model in name and character in England ; with this differ- 
ence, however, in favour of the latter, that its attacks are varied, 
and may therefore be supposed to indicate hostility, from principle, 
to all who entertain different opinions on politics from itselt;—while 
the Joun butt of this place has only one object of hatred, one ob- 
ject of hostility, one object of constant and everlasting abuse— 
and that not founded on difference in political opinion ; because, 
three years ago, when he maintained nearly the same opinions 
himself, in a Sunday Paper called the Guarptan, he sent forth 
every Sabbath the most bitter and rancourous abuse in every 
shape that could be devised, against the Journalist, who had then 
published nothing from which his political opinions were known; 
who, indeed, from the novelty of the undertaking, confined him- 
self to mere narrative, tifl his opinions should have some basis 
on which to form themselves ;---but who had even then, at that 
early period, given earnest of such success as to incur the hatred 
of this bitter Enemy, which continues with demoniac and un- 
forgiving rancour to poison all the springs of his existence, and to 
make it appear asif he lived ony for the one great end of glut- 
ting his vengeance on his detested Rival, and invoking Heaven 
and Earth to accelerate his ruin and his fall. But this is a con- 
summation which /is eves will never behold—which his ears will 
never have the joy to hear. 


Disease may compel us to visit 
England bef.re another 


year is passed—Death may call us 
to our last account before another day is gone-—Transportation 
may be even quicker in its summons, and bid us prepare for 
instant embarkotion before the sun shall 


set. For each and 
all of these events we are prepared; but, 


whatever may be 
our individual fate, the great and glorious canse of which 
we have been the humble and unworthy advocate, will rise 
over every opposition; and the same unconquerable energies 
which broveht our own beloved and honored land from sav- 
are barbarism and the abject slavery of a Roman Colony to 
the proud and commanding attitude of the most free, and virtu- 
ous, and powerful, and happy nation on the face of the earth, 
will establish sooner or later, the Freedom of Oninion and the 
equal Reign of the Laws in India, subject to No MAn’s discretion: 
The puny hands that are now stretched forth to arrest the 
progress of knowledge and of intellect, by fettering the Press 
with terrors which even the Censorship conld not impose, might 
as well attempt to stay the wheels of time. or the michty move- 
ments of the Universal Svstem, as hope to defeat its Freedom. 


The cause, we say again will triwnph, when we shall be for- 
gott n,—and our enemies and all their evil passions, be ming- 
led together in the dust. 


It will then be seen, whether the name 
of Hastines, 


ond the character of those of his countrymen over 
whom he ruled inthe East, will derive most honour from their 
effor's to hasten or from their endeavours to retard, the establish- 
ment in this land of those Institutions to which England owes 
all her greatness and all her glory. 


Here, then, we leave our Enemies, to ficht out their bat- 
tles among themselves. ‘The one is much too bitter in his 
hatred, ever to convinced or to be reclaimed ;—the other is so 
blind in his career, that we despair of ever preventing his unfor- 
tunate propensity to run his head against a wall on which he can 
never make any impression, We forgive them both: and would 
not willingly impose a single restriction on the utmost freedom of 
their expres-ions, however Sincerely they wish, and fervently re- 
commend, that we should be transported for ours. The injustice 
of others would be no justification for our own own; nor should 
the hatred of others engender that feeling in our own bosoms. 
But in praying for the enlargement of their liberality, and the 
expansion of their hearts, which we most sincerely do. we shall 
henceforth content ourselves with the strait-forward exercise of 
what we hold to be our duty, leaving each to pursue his own way 
unmolested. 

A wiscr man than cither of these Sages who affect to 
teach us wisdom, has said——“ Wrath is ernel, and Anger is out- 
rageous; but who is able to stand before Fnvv?” We have ex- 
perienced the truth of this in our own brief histor, : and as long 
as our success is envied, we must expect to be hated by those who 
spire to it in vain, There is an excellent saying of the same 


g 


pithy Writer, which we ought to have had more frequently in 
remembrance, that will shew how useless and unavailing must be a 
protracted warfare, with those who slander, but cannot reason. 
“ Though thou shouldest bray a fool in amortar among wheat witha 
pestle, yet will his foolishness not depart from him.” We do not 
desire to see this ingenious device exercised on any of our Con- 
temporaries; but we yield fully to the conviction of the utter 
hopelessness of all experiments on some peculiarly constructed 
minds; and, therefore, abandon them to their fate. 





We occupy the remainder of the space in this Sheet, by 
such small paragraphs of miscellaneous information as have not 
yet appeared in our pages. We regret to observe that, although 
the Debate at the India House on the Vote of Thanks to Mr. 
Canning, and the Speeches of Mr. Perry and Colonel Stanhope, 
were printed at Madras, in two of the Papers of that Presidency 
where the Censorship still exists, no Caleutta Paper has yet 
repeated it, though these Madras Papers are sent to all—Does 
not their backwardness in this particular speak volumes? To 
us it is most convincing; and we believe that if an Edict had 
been issued from Leadenhall Street to restore the Censorship, 
instead of this Eulogium on the wisdom and policy of removing 
it, we should have seen it as eagerly communicated as this is 
retarded and witheld. The following paragraph is an exception 
to the general anathy of the Calentta Press on questions of Con- 
stitutions1 Freedor, and we repeat it from the Inpia Gazette of 
yesterday with great pleasure. : 

Ultra- Loyalists. —The Ultra- Loyalists of the present day—the 
life and fortune men who have left their holes and corners, to 
rally round the throne —cannot endure any person, who is less zeal- 
ous, or less enthusiastic than themselves: and he is very little 
better than a Radical, who dares to censure the conduct of minis- 
ters, or to utter an opinion, that His Majesty might call abler per- 
sons to his councils. The men who have ventured to oppose the 
existing government,—who many years ago predicted the diffi- 
culties and distress into which the measures of Mr. Pitt and his 
mantle-bears were likely to plunge the country—and who now 
boldly assert, that the predictions have been verified, and that it 
is indispensably necessary to adopt a system, the reverse of that 
yhich has heen pursued—are almost of necessity objects of 
abuse; and as they have no loaves or fishes to distribute, their 
“condition,” in the opinion of a supporter of the government, 
must be destitute and contemptible !—Jndia Gazet.e. 


The first of the following paragraphs is from the Mapras 
Gazette which came to hand yesterday, andthe remainder from 
the English Papers, for which we could not before find room. 


Holy Alliance.—The Neapolitan Government itis said are 
to pay the Austrians the izaniense sum of 24 Millions of Ducats for 
the expences of the late war—and every one even knowing any 
thing of the secret association is to be senienced to ten years in 
Trons!——Such is the mild mode of treatment acted upon by the 
Holy ANiiance ! !— Madras Gazette. 


Female Heroism.—Two young ladies were left by their father 
and mother in change of a country house, a few miles from Abing- 
don, together with two maid servants and a foothoy. They were 
roused in the night by the boy’s telling them the house was on 
fiy¢ ; they instantly rose, called the maids, and got buckets.—— 
The fire being inaccessible to the water, one of the sisters fell to 
work with a pick-axe to batter down the wall of the drawing- 
room to put it out; the other threw a pelisse over her night 
clothes, went into the stable, saddled a cart-horse, took the foot- 
boy behind her, and, provided with a large dinner-bell, rode off 
ringing and screaming for assistance at the public-house, parson- 
age, &e. till she roused all the neighbours, who came with buckets, 
&e. and extinguished the fire, which had been prevented from 
extending through the exertions of her sister. The drawing- 
room furniture only was destroyed, and the premises were in- 
sured, The Insurance-Offices were so pleased with the astonish- 
ing conduct of these young ladies, that they replaced every thing 


in the handsomest manner. even to the pelisse. They are deli- 


cate accomplished girls of 18 and 20.—Bath Herald, 
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Loyal Trumpeters—To counteract the feelings of the peo- 
ple—to repress their enthusiasm and drown their cries, the old 
warwhoop is raised. Licentiousness and blasphemy are the 
theme of the loyal trumpeters—licentiousness and blasphemy 
are bellowed forth by contractors, jobbers, pensioners, sinecu- 
rists and placemen—all whom the Treasury can interest are in- 
vited to oppose with their clamour the voice of the people. This 
trick is now stale ; the intention too evident to produce much ef- 
fect; most of these bellowers are known to be interested bigots, 
or enemies of the press and of liberty. Of blasphemy no one 
can be guilty who is not mad. To blaspheme is an act of in- 
sanity; a puny mortal to speak evil of the Majesty of Heaven 
deserves our pity more than punishment. In all ages and in all 
climes this cry has been raised by cunning individuals when their 
eraft was in danger, and they have found fools enough to be 
duped by their designs. It is as blasphemous in the subjects of 
the Grand Lama not to devour his sacred pastils, as it is in 
Rome to deny that the Pope is the Vicar of Gop. These trum- 
peters are equally on the alert in condemning what they call the 
licentiousness of the press; they are not satisfied with the suf- 
ferings of the victims, groaning in dungeons, to glut the venge- 
ance of those who fear a loss of power from the conflict of argu- 
ment—they would shackle the press til] they had reduced its 
freedom to the promulgation of flattery of Ministers and praise 
of their government. Instead of deptoring the useless and un- 
just severity of the laws—instead of exposing the fo'ly that 
would check the spread of liberal opinion—instead of withtraw- 
ing the veil from despotism—instead of admiring thit freedom 
which is the fruit of knowlelee, they would destrov the tree. and 
envelope mankind in the clouls of ignorance. Uader the mask 
of virtue they affect a stern ivorality, that shudders at female 
depravity, and delights in male wickedness. These morality- 
mongers, devoted to the purse of the Treasury. cover the aequit- 
ted Queen with all the beautiful and chaste enithets their know- 
ledge affords or their ingenuity can invent. They measure royal 
crimes by the standard of interest, and Wack is white or white 
black with them —an object of hatred or a‘ miration, as it pro- 
ceeds from the powerless or the powerful. What can he or she give 
is their great question: if the royal person be powerless, erimi- 
nality fixes on the character—if powerful, even vice becomes a 
virtue. Nought has been more injurions to socicty than these 
interested cries of licentiousness and blasphemy—nought is 
more injurious to loyalty than the vile epithets heaped upon the 
Queen; many of the attributes of lovalty are like the beautifal 
plumage of the butterfly—a slicht tonch will destrov that which 
no art can restore. These are not davs in which the exposure 
ef majesty tends to increase its strencth; nor are they its true 
friends, who, blind to the errors of ane party, agcravate the 
wrongs of the other. Itis high time for the people to turn their 
eyes to the condition of the country —a condition which soon 
will be irreparable, if they do not, with steady hand, arrest the 
ills. Every day brings new calamity with it; and the wants of 
the people increase with the iucrease of the necessities of the 
Government, There is something rotten in the state of Den- 


mark, aad it is wise to check its progress before it reaches the 
heart.— Alfred. 


Singular Service—On Sunday, April 22, being Palm Sunday, 
according to annual custom, the following singular service was 
observed at Broughton in Lindsay, in Lancashire, by which the 
Manor is held. The deputy of the lord attended -at the church, 
with a new cart whip in his hand, which he cracked, three times 
in the church porch, then passed with it on his shoulder up the 
nave into the chancel, and seated himself in the pew of the lord 
of the manor, where he remained till the officiating clergyman 
was about to read the second lesson. He then proceeded with 
his whip, to the lash of which he had in the interim affixed a 
purse, which should have contained thirty silver pennies, but 
being unable to procure these a single half-crown piece was sub- 
stituted, and kneeling downon a cushion before the reading desk, 
held the purse suspended over the curate’s head during the time 
of his reading the lesson; after which he returned to the pew, 
and when divine service was oyer went and left the whip and the 
purse at the manor-house, 
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The Ex-King of Sweden.—Extract of a letter, dated Ham- 
burgh, April 13:—*t I mentioned in a former letter that Gusta- 
vus Adolphus, the late King of Sweden, had presented an ad- 
dress to the Norwegian Storthing, for the purpose of obtaining 
letters of nataralization in Norway, and now send you the fol- 
lowing copy of the terms in which the request was couched :— 


“ If pure intentions, a loyal life, and tranquil resignation, 
under every change of fortune, have been hitherto my comfort, 
they now constitute my hope that my humble request of naturali- 
zation, as a Norwegian citizen, in the military service of the 
State, will be granted. A Swede by birth, I have been separat- 
ed from Sweden by the disposition of fate; but Ihave acquired 
the privileges of a citizen in a city of Switzerland, called Basle. 
My fortune may amount to about 30,000 guilders. Separated from 
my wife and children, [have but one natural son to provide for. 


Frankfort onthe Maine, Jan, 12, 1821. G. A GUSTAYSON.” 


Duke of Manchester. —Samaica Papers to the 20th of January, 
announce the convalescence of the Duke of Manchester. His 
Grace was able on the 13th to attend to business, and public 
meetings were convened to congratulate him upon his recovery. 


Charles Phillips. —On Saturday last, Charles Phillips, Esq. 
late of the Irish Bar, was called to the English Bar by the Hon, 
Society of the Middle Temple. 


Duke of Devonshive.—An estimate has lately been made of 
his Grace the Duke of Devonshire’s moveable property, namley, 
furniture, books, plate, pictures, jewels, and statuary. The 
estimated value is twelve hundred thousand pounds ! ; 

Failure of the Match of Fifty Miles in Twelve Hours for Twelve 
successive Days.—Licutenant Owen on Monday the 22d April, to 
do 50 miles a day in twelve hours. He took a route down the 
Western road, near to Exeter, the four first days; thenoe by 
Bath, through Somersetshire and part of Oxfordshire to Worces- 
ter, at which place the pedestrian arrived on Saturday.-—-On 
Sunday morning he made his way towards the great North road, 
and felt lame and exhausted on Monday. On Tuesday morning he 
started from Oakham, in Rutlandshire, for Newmarket, and he did 
his ground intwo minutesonly withintwelve hours, On Wednes- 
day the 10th day, he was beat six miles from Stamford, having 
done 2t miles only in nine hours, and lost the stake of 200 guineas, 

Disinterestedness of an Artist.—An order for some statues 
having been sent to the celebrated Danish sculptor Thorvalsdent, 
when at Rome, by the King of Prussia, the sculptor, in return, 
begged to inform his Majesty, that one of his own subjects, a 
sculptor, resident like himself at Rome, was as well if not bet- 
ter qualified to execute the work. In consequence of his letter, 
Rudolf Schadow, the Prussian, received the order. 


Taffy Evans. —An inhabitant of Carmarthenshire, who, like 
most of his countrymen, was very superstitious, went to the par- 
son of his parish a few days ago, and declared that he saw the 
ghost of his friend Taffy Evans, aconvivial hostler, who died a 
month before; “and how did you know, said the parson, “that it 
was the ghost of Taffy, friend Owen?” “Oh!” answered Owen, 
becanse jw was staggering drunk.” 


Mercantile Pun.—A few days ago, two gentlemen on the Li- 
verpool Exchange were conversing on the badness of the times 
(the usual topic of conversation at present), when a flock of pigeons 
happening to fly over their heads, attracted their attention. “ How 
happy.” exclaimed one, “are these pigeons ; they have no accept- 
ances to provide for.”—“ You are wrong there,” replied the other, 
“ for they have their Bills to provide for as well as we.” 


A Jeu Esprit.-—A gentleman observing a representation of 
of the Queen in the window of the King’s Arms Inn, in Preston, 
on Thursday night, remarked to a person near him—*the Queea 
is now where she ought to be—ia the King’s Arms.” 


Sportsman. —The Gentleman who recently challenged any 
sportsman of his own age to ride ten miles with him, with the 
Duke of Rutland’s old pack of hounds, has entered the forty-sixth 
season with the pack, invariably attended at the places of meeting 
during that period, and at a moderate computation, has ridden at 
least fifty thousand miles in the chase, 
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The LKvening Mour. 


This is the hour when Memory wakes, 
Visions of joy that could not last; 
This is the hour when Faney takes, 
A survey of the past! 
She brings before the pensive mind, 
The hallow’d scenes of earlier years ; 
And friends, who long have been consign’d, 
To silence and to tears! 


The few we lik’'d;—the one we lov'd,— 
A sacred hand!—come stealing on; 
And many a form far hence removy’d, 
And many a pleasure gone! 


Friendships, that now in death are hush’d, 
And young Affection’s broken chain; 
And hopes that Fate too quickly crush’d, 

In Memory live again! 
Few watch the fading gleams of Day, 
Bat muse on hopes, as quickly flown, 
Tint after tint, they died away, 
Till all at last were zone! 


This is the hour when Fancy wreathes 
Her spells round joys that could not last ; 
This is the hour when memory breathes 
A sigh to Pleasures past! 

Lost.—A Female of interesting appearance and dignified 
mien. She is of true English birth, and till within these few 
years her native country has been her favourite residence; but 
she is now gone no one knows whither. Her good opinion was 
the best reward of every honest and upright Statesman; Se- 
nates were proud of her applause; and her smile was the bright- 
est jewel in the diadem of Kings. Her name is Popularity.— 
She was seldom absent from our late revered and lamented 
Sovereign; but after the deaths of Pitt and Fox, she retired 
from Court: she attended constantly the Naval movements of a 
Howe, a Nelson, a Hood, and a Duncan; and her favour never 
was withdrawn from those distinguished heroes. Her benign 
influence cheered and nerved the hearts and hands of our brave 
armies in Egypt, in Portugal, in Spain, in France, and in Bel- 
gium ; but notwithstanding, she was with him at, and rejoiced 
and gloried in the stupendous victory of Waterloo, it is much 
to be doubted whether she has continued with a Wellington. 
Whoever will find, and restore to her afflicted country this in- 
teresting Personage, will perform the greatest possible service 
to his Sovereign, and deserve the Thanks of both Houses of 
Parliament. It will be invain to seek her in the precincts of 
St, James’s, or of Palace yard. She is suspected to be hovering 
about four miles to the Westward of London; and unless some 
salutary measures are taken to recover her, it is more than pro- 
bable that she will establish herself elsewere. 

Madagascar Youths.—The ship Colombo, Captain Richard- 
son, from the Isle of France, arrived in the Downs on the 14th of 
April, having on board Prince Ratafe, and ten other Madagascar 
youths, under the care of George Harrison, Esq. Ratafe is a 
native Prince of Madagascar, and has been sent to England by 
Radama, King of that Island, on the occasion of the ratification 
of a treaty with his Majesty, by which the slave trade has been 
finally abolished in its greatest market of the eastern mispheren. 

Royal Exchange.—The new tower of the Royal Exchange is 
now in a state of considerable forwardness and, when finished, 
will add much to the beauty of the building. It consists of a 
square story, in the centre of which is a niche, intended to be 
occupied by a full-length figure of Sir Thomas Gresham. 

Pawnbrokers.—In the case of a claim against a Pawnbroker, 
which on Wednesday occupied, for a considerable time, the at- 
tention of the Magistrates at College-street Police Office, Dublin, 
Counsellor Finlay made use of an argument, which may not be 
generally known to the Public ; namely, that Pawabrokers are 


not entitled to recover interest, ag Pawnbrokers, on any sum lent 
on a pledge exceeding 10/, 
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TUlitheredD Pivizis. 


Long years have pass’d, pale flowers! since you 
Were cull and given, in brightest bloom, 
By one whose eye eclips’d your blue— 
Whose breath was like your own perfume. 


Long years! but tho’ your bloom be gone, 
The fragrance which your freshness shed 
Survives, as memory lingers on, 
When all that bless’d its birth has fled. 


Thus hues and hopes will pass away— 
Thus hope, and bloom, and bliss depart; 
Oh! what is left when these decay? 
The faded Leaf—the wither’d Heart! 





Cross made at Bethlekem.—On Sunday last the Earl of Bel- 
more presented the Roman Catholic Chapel of Enniskillen with a 
handsome Cross, curiously manufactured, and ornamented with 
several devices, emblematic of the Crucifixion, &c. His Lord- 
ship accompanied this rare and valuable present with a polite 
note to the Parish Priest, the Rev. Mr. Shiel, stating that it 
occurred to him, on his journey through the Holy Land, that a 
Cross made by the Christians at Bethlehem, might be acceptable 
to his Catholic brethren of Enniskillen, and that he accordingly 
applied to the Superior of the Convent at Jerusalem to obtain 
one. This, his Lordship states, has been made expressly by the 
order of the Superior, and trusts will be an acceptable effering. 
It was received by the congregation, with lively expressions of 
gratitude, and sentiments of respect for his Lordship’s kind 
remembrance, which stamped the present with additional value. 


Steam Vessel.—A great improvement is about to be made in 
the communication betweeu Fife and Angus by the employment 
of asteam vessel at Dundee Ferry, The discription of vessel 
fixed upon is a twin-boat, the wheel by which the vessel is im- 
pelled being placed betwecn two boats, which are to contain 
each an engine of 15 horses power. The extreme length of the 
deck is to be 92 feet, and the extreme breadth to be about 35, It 
will ply by the beginning of the month of August, 


Steam Packet.—On the 9th of April, a Steam Packet was 
launched at Selby, constructed on the Annesley system; length 
82 feet, breadth 18 feet, depth 8} feet. With 200 passengers on 
board, she only drew 23 inches. 


Bilt Soames.—The notorious Bij} Soames was put to the bar 
as a reputed thief, he baving been convicted as such by Mr. 
Minshull, at Bow-street, and committed te the Sessions to be 
further dealt with, 


It appeared by the evidence of Oddy, the Bow-strect con- 
stable, that hc met Soames at Charing-cross on the day of the 
Queen’s visit to St. Paul's, and seizing him by the collar, said, 
* Bill, you’ve no business here, and I must quod you.” “ Why, 
Mr, Oddy,” quoth Bill,” I ar’nt a doing any thing I assure you; 
l only come to have a peep at the Queen.” Oddy, however, 
said he must disappoint him of his “ peep,” for he had orders to 
take all suspicious characters into custody, Bill said it was 
d d hard, but he supposed he must go. 

Mr Autey defended him. 

The Court not deeming the evidence. sufficient to confirm 


the conviction of the Magistrate, Bill was once more turned 
loose upon society. — Observer 





Sixty Miles a day, for Twelve successive days.—Mr. Young, 
who started upon this Herculean task, on Monday, arrived at 
Huntingdon, at eight o’clock in the evening, performing the 
sixty miles in fourteen hours. He started again at three o’clock 
on Tuesday morning, and our informant left him fresh and well, 
four miles from Grantham, Lincolnshire, at four o'clock in the 
afternoon. His route will be on the line of the Glasgow mail, as 


Ferrybridge, through Ollerton, Worksop, Doucaster, &. The 
match is for 200 guineas. 
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Minutes of Cvidence. 


Taken before a Sclect Committee of the House of Lords—the Marquis of 
Lansdowne in the Chair. 








EVIDENCE OF JOHN CRAWFURD, ESQ. 


In what Parts of the East have you been resident, and during what 
Periods? 

T resided Fourteen Years in India altogether; Five Years in Upper 
Hindostan, and about Nine Years in the Indian Islands ; near Six Years 
of which [ passed in Java. 

Have yon ever been in China? 

Never. Thongh [have never been in China Ihave hada great 
deal of Intercourse with the Chinese. There are a vast Number of 
Chinese Settlers inthe Indian Islands. In the Island of Java alone 
there are about Forty thonsand, These Chinese are from all the differ- 
ent maritime Provinces of Chiaa. 


Will you state to the Committee what, during your Residence in 
those Islands, and since the last Renewal of the Charter of the East 
India Company, has been the State and Progress of Trade and Naviga- 
tion in those Islands, whether with respect to the Trade with Europe, 
or to the Country Trade ? 

I can generally state in Reply to that Question, that the opening of 
the Trade between this Country and India has produced a very extra- 
ordinary Revointion in the Commerce of that Country, greatly increasing 
both the Exports and Imports. 


Are yon of Opinion that the Commerce of those Countries can be 


only carried on with Safety and Convenience in Ships of considerable 
Burthen, or that Ships of a smaller Tonnage than that which is now per- 
mitted under the Act for renewing the Charter of the East India Com- 
pany, might be emploved with Advantage in it? 

I am clearly of Opinion that Ships of any Size whatever may trade 
with Safety to that Country, end that it would be Matter of Justice and 
Policy to leave the Trade in that respect perfectly open. 

Are there in those Islands, and the adjacent Coasts of the Con- 
tinent, many Harbours and Rivers in which it is not safe or practicable 
for Vessels ofa large Burthen to enter, but which in other Respects 
might be frequented with Advantage ? 

Yes, I think there are. 





Will you state in what you consider that the other Advantages 
attendant upon a free Intercourse, without Restriction as to the Use of 
Ships engaged in it, would be ? 

It would produce the general Advantages of Freedom in Com- 
mercial Intercourse, and tend to extend the Competiticn. Many Per- 
sons of smell Capital mig'it find it convenient to trade in small Ships, 
but not in Ships of large Dimensions. 

Are the Commodities imported from ar exported to those Islands 
frequently of a Description, that thongh considerable in Value, the 
Amount of Tonnaze required to carry them would be small? 

Yes, they are. This particularly applies to the Export Trade 
of this Country, which naturally consists of mannfactured Goods, 
for which it might be convenient to bring back Bullion, Gold or 
Silver. In some respects also, it applies to the Commodities of 
those Countries. I shall enumerate a few of them. Gold, Diamonds, 
Pearls and Pear! Oysters, Cloves, and Nutmegs for the European 
Markets, edible Bird’s-nests, and Tin for the Market of China. 

Would it materially assist the Commerce of those Islands with this 
Country and Europe if the Ships carrying it on were permitted to touch 
at and trade with the Port of Canton? 

Most materially. 


Can you state in what that Advantage would consist ? 

It would enable us, in the first Instance, to compete with the Ame- 
ricans, and prevent that People from occupying, as they are now in the 
Progress of doing, the principal Part of the Commerce of the Indies. 
The Commerce of all Parts of the Indies is intimately connected, and I 
consider a perfect Freedom of visiting every Port without Restriction, 
as necessary to the Merchants of this Country to enable them to conduct 
it to the greatest Advantage. 


Are there not many Articles calculated for Enropean Consumption, 
besides Tea, exported or exportable from the Chinese Empire? 

Yes. 

Would not many of those Articles go towards making up the Cargo 
of a Ship engaged in Trade with the Islands you have been describing, 
if Ships were permitted to go to the Chinese Coast to take them in? 

There are not many of the Commodities at China fit for the Con- 
sumption of the Indian Islands, because they are Manufactures that are 
principally exported ; and in a tree Trade, the Manufactures of this 
Countre, being cheaper and better than those of Clina, would super- 
sede them in the Markets of the Indian Islands. A few Articles of 
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Chinese Manufactnre, however, are necessary for the Consamption of 
the Chinese Colonists, who could net be supplied with them from Eu- 
rope. For the Consumption of Europe intermediately by the Indian 
Islands, many Articles of Chinese Produce, besides Tea, might be im- 
ported, as for Instance, Gold, Silver, Toutanegg, (a mixed Metal con- 
sisting principally of Zinc), and Raw Silk. 

What during the Period of your Observation has been the State 
and Progress of the Trade of the United States with the Islands you 
have been describing? 

The principal Trade of the Americans with those Islands is with 
the Port of Batavia. American Ships began to come ont in great Num- 
bers, after the Peace between this country and the United States. They 
now conduct the principal Trade; and I am informed by a Gentleman, 
who is jast returned from that Country, that from Deeember 1818 to 
December 1819, 77 Ships, averaging 300 Tons each, cleared out with 
Cargoes from the Port of Batavia. The Americans carry on a 
considerable Trade with all the independent States of the Archipelago ; 
sometimes conveying their Return Cargoes to China, sometimes direct 
to the United States, and sometimes direct to Europe. 

In Vessels of what Burthen is the Trade of the United States to 
those Countries principally carried on? 

I believe in Vessels of every Size, from 100 to 600 Tons, without 
any Limitation or Restriction. ‘The Vessels in what is called the Malay 
Trade is conducted are often of very small Size. The Malay Trade is a 
popular Name for the whole of the Trade of the Indian Islands, The 
direct Intercourse between the United States and China is generally 
conducted in Vesse!s of from 309 to 490 Tous. 

What is the smaliest American Vessel you ever saw in the Malay 
Trade? 

I have been told that Schooners of 80 and 100 Tons have been em- 
ployed in every Branch of the Indian Trade with America, and have 
even gone to China; but I have never seen any Vessel so small myself 
in that Trade. 

Can you state whether the Americans have of late imported a con- 
siderable Quantity of Skins into China? 

They have constantly been in the Habit of importing Furs into the 
Chinese Empire, from the earliest Period of their Trade, and have con- 
tinued the same Practice down to the present Time. 

Do they import any into the Indian Islands ? 

None whatever. 

Do they import into the Indian Islands any Articles the Produce 
of the North American Continent ? 

A few very trifling Articles for the Consumption of the European 
Colonists ; such as Flour, Biscuit, Salt Fish, and a few Naval Stores. 

Do they import into those Islands many Articles of British Manu- 
facture ? 

They do import some, but not many. They cannot compete with 
us in that Trade. 

What then do they chiefly import? 

Silver Bullion ;—Spanish Dollars. These Spanish Dollars are ge- 
nerally obtained with British Manufactures on the West Coast of Ame- 
rica, and even in the Ports of London and Liveypool. 


Is there any Reason, besides the Restrictions which apply to the 
British Free Trade, why that Trade should not compete upon an equal 
Footing, or with Advantage similar to that of the United States ? 

T conceive, that if the Capital of this Country had free Scope, that 
our Merchants would have great Advantages over the Americans. 

Have you observed, during your Residence in the Islands, a con- 
siderable Taste to prevail for British Manufactures ? 

A decided Taste ; as a proof of it, the Consumption is yearly increas- 
ing. When I first knew those Islands, the Consumption was a mere 
Trifle ; at present it may be considered as comparatively very large. 

Has the Increase of that Taste, iu your Opinion, contributed to 
excite the Industry of the Inhabitants ? 

It would be difficult in so short a ‘Time to give any distinct Proof, 
if it had done so; but the Increase of Commerce must inevitably pro- 
duce its uatural Eilects, in civilizing the Inhabitants. 


Has there been, during the Period of your Observation, any sensi- 
ble Improvement iv the Habits and Industry of the Natives of those 
Islands? 

My most intimate Knowledge of the Natives of those Islands refers 
to Java. Increased Trade, as well as material Improvements in the 
general Government of the great Population of that Island within the last 
few Years, have certainly contributed to ameliorate the condition of the 
Inhabitants. 

Can you state any Circumstances or Arrangements which might con- 
tribute to promote the Trade, between China and those Islands by 
means of European Vessels ? 

I conceive that unrestricted Intercourse between this Country and 
China would be followed by great Commercial Benefits to both Countries, 
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and that the Commerce has scarcely any need of peculiar Regulations. 
The formation of European Stations or Colonies, or Emporia, in those 
Islands, would materially contribute to increase the Commercial Inter- 
course between those Islands and China,. and other veighbouring Coun- 
tries, and Europe. 

What, during the Period of your Observation, bas been the State 
of the Trade, between those Islands and the British Continental Domin- 
fons of the East India Company, commonly: called the Trade? ; 

This Braneh of the Country Trade is called the Malay or Exstern 
Trade, to distinguish it from the Country Trade in general. It has de- 
clined since the Free Traders of this Conntry have begun to freqnent 
the Indian Islands. Those free Traders now sapply the Indian Islands 
with many of the Commodities which they used to receive from Bengal 
and Madras, such as Chintzes and other Cotton Fabrics. The most 
important Article of the Imports from Bengal was Opium ; but a consi- 
derable Portion of the Supply of the Indian Islands in that Drone is now 
imported by the British Free Traders and Americans directly from Tur- 
key and from the Levant. 

Yon speak of the American Trade; have the Datch any large Por- 
tion of the Trade in the East Indian Archipelago ? 

They ongkt to have the largest Portion of the Trade, becanse they 
are the paramount Sovereigns of the principal Part of the Archipelago ; 
bat they have as yet neither the Skill, Capital, nor Enterprize of the 
Americans; and although they condact some Portion of the direct Trade 
between the Indian Islands and Enrope it bears no Proportion either to 
the American or British Trade. 

Do you know whether the Dutch Trade in those Seas is a free 
Trade, or is it restricted to a trading Company ? 

It is a free Trade, and conducted upon Principles of much Libe- 
rality : The only exception to its being a free Trade, is in the Particular 
of the fine Spices, the Production of the Moluccas. 

Do the Dutch Regulations allow a free Commercial Intercourse to 
other Countries with Batavia and their other Settlements in those Seas ? 

Free Trade is permitted hetween Batavia and all other Covntries 
whatever, bat this Intimacy does not extend to any other Port: Li- 
cences are sometimes granted to frequent other Ports besides Batavia. 


Have the Dutch any other Ports of any Consequence in those Islands ? 

In the Island of Java there are Two valuable Ports, Samarang and 
Surabaia: I was Chief of those Two a Year. 

Do you know whether much Trade is now carried on between En- 
ropean Nations, and the Island of Borneo? 

During the War a very considerable Trade wes earried on by Conn- 
try Ships between various Parts of Borneo and Rengal ; bunt I think the 
Dutch have latelv claimed the Sovercignty of Rornea, and are anxious 
to exclude other Nations from visiting it, except with their Licence or 
Permission. 

Have they been enabled to effect that Exclusion? } 

I am told they have ; but I cannot speak distinetly to that Point. 

* Do you know whether the Dutch have Military Possession of any 
of the principal Ports of Borneo ? 

I think they have small Garrisons or Military Fstablishments at 
Two Ports of the North Coast of Borneo,—Ponteana and Bangarmas- 
sin ; but any effectual Mifitary Possession of those vast Regions is quite 
impracticable. 

Are there any Ports advantageously situated for Trade in the Island 
of Borneo which are not in the Occupation of the Dutch? 

It is difficult to auswer that Question. 

Is the Authority of the Dutch recognised by any of the Native 
States? 

It would be difficult to say it was virtually recognised; they are 
obliged to yield ; they are, in fact, overawed. 

Is the Tarkish Opium considered as good as the Bengal ? 

The Turkish Opium within the last Five Years was first introduced, 
and the Natives would hardly buy a Pound of it. The Difference of 
Price was then, I think, generally, as Six is to Thirteen. The Turkey 
Opium has been gradually improving in their Opinion ever since. At 
present, a large Quantity of it is consumed ; and perhaps the Bengal 
Opium is not intrinsically worth beyond 10 per Cent. more than it. It 
is gaining apon the Bengal Opium in a surprising Degree, and particu- 
larly within the last Two Years, . 

Are there amongst the Chinese, or the Inhabitants of the Eastern 
Islands, any Prejudices which should lead them mot to ase the Manu- 
factures of this Country ? 

No, very far from it. 

Whafare the Commodities that we mannfacture, that you think 
there would be chiefly a Demand for in those Countries? 

Almost very Article of the Staple Manufacture of Great Britain ; 
I will enumerate a few ; light Woolien Cotton Goods of various Descrip- 
tions, Iron, raw aud wrought, chiefly the former, as there is no Iron, 
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or hardly any, in the Indian Islands; Glass Ware, Chrystal and Car- 
riages.. A great Number of other Articles may be added to this List. 
From your Kaowiledge of those Countries, do you not believe, that. 
under the Circumstances of a free Trade there would exist a great and 
growing Demand for those Articles? - 
I am clearly of that Opinion. The wonderfal Progress that the Ma-_ 
nufactures of this Country have made within the last Five Yeats fally 
jastifies mein making that Observation. 
’ —— whether, pending the Company’s possessing the exe 
elnsive to India, there was any Exportation of British Mannfac- 
‘tures to the Chinese Market ? ’ 
It has been generally considered that the East India Company was 
in the Habit of exporting One Million Sterling of the Manufactures of 
this Country to China. The Commodities were chiefly Woollen aod Tia, 


Do you know whether the Company’s Officers, in their private 
Adventures, were in the Habit of exporting Cotton Goods and Hard- 
ware to China? 

I am not intimately acquainted with the Details of that Trade ; bat 
I should conceive, nothing but what was very trifling. 


Do you not believe that the Extension of the Trade to the Eastern 
Seas, depends greatly upon studying the peculiarTaste of the Inhabitants ? 


Without Doubt it is indispensably necessary. No Merchant will 
succeed at present without being peculiarly well acquainted with the 
Habits and Taste of the People ; because the Markets are well stocked 
with ordinary Goods: but a thorongh Knowl -dge of those Tastes and 
Habits, will always, under judicious Management, enable a Merchant 
to make a successful Speculation. ; 

Do not you think that the perfect Freedom of Commanication, di- 
rect from this Country to that, is the best Security that the Tastes of the 
Inhabitants will be studied ? 

I conceive it not only to be the best, but the only Security. 

Can you jndge from the present State of the indirect Trade carried 
on through Americans or their Ships from our Indian Colonies to those 
Islands, what Extent of Trade might be carried on if there was a direct 
Communication? 

T cannot form any precise Estimate of the Extent to which it might 
be carried; but T have no Doubt it world be much greater. I would 
observe, that the Hindoos and other Inhabitants of Hindostan were re- 
presented to have such inflexible Habits and Preindices, that it was ap- 
prehended, the British Mannfactures never would be consumed among 
them; they have, notwithstanding this, been consumed in great Quanti- 
ties. The Inhabitants of the Indian Islands, of China, and of all the 
Countries lying between China aud Hindostan, it has never been pre- 
tended, had such obdurate Habits as the Hindoos. This Fact naturally 
leaves us room to ‘believe that European Manufactures will be consumed 
in a still greater Ratio among them. 

Has not that Consumption cf British Manufactures amongst the 
Hindoos originated since the Renewal of the Charter, and the Exten- 
sion of the Freedom of Trade? 

I believe entirely. The Progress of the free Trae has astonished 
those who considered themselves the best acquainted with the Subject. 

From your Knowledge of the East India Islands, do you believe 
that there would be any Limitation to the Trade from the Circumstance 
of the Inhabitants, of those Countries not being able to mike a Return 
in Value for the Commodities for which they have a Demand? 

No Limitation whatever. Those Islands produce a »rodigious Va- 
riety of natural Productions in Demand in the Markets of this Country, 
more I helieve than any other country of the World. IT will enumerate 
a few of them; Pepver, Cloves, Nutmegs, Coffee, Sugar, Tortoise-shells, 
useful and dying Woods, Gold, and many other minor Articles hardly 
neces:ary to repeat. 

Have you any reason to think that the American Trade with China 
and the Indian Islands has declined at all during the last Two Years? 


On the contrary, I have reason to believe it has been constantly 
increasing within these Two years. 


Do you conceive then that it has been progressively increasing since 
the Peace? 

It has. 

Do you know any Instancesin which the Feelings or the Prejudices 
of the Inhabitants of those Islands have been outraged by the Ameri- 
cans, 80 as to injure or affect their Trade at all? 

I never heard of any Instances of the Kind. I believe the trad- 
ing Character of the Americans is perfectly good, and better than any 
European Traders in those Islands, There is one good Reason, because 
they have never formed Commercial Monopolies, nor attempted Con- 
quests, or to form any Military Establishment in the Country. 


Has this Character any Commercial Interest in the Inhabitants of 
the States of those Seas? 
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I conceive it basa very great Interest. I conceive that the Inter- | 
: 


ests of Commerce are promoted by leaving the People entirely by them- 
selves, wherever it is uot possible to establish an European Government. 


In the early Part of yoor Evidence, you stated, that you consider. | 
ed onr Commerce with the East Iodia Islands might be considerably 
extended by Means of Colonies and Establishments, and yon have just 
stated that the Success of the Americans had in a considerable Degree 
resaited from their haviag abstained from making Conquests and forming” 

Establishments ; how do yon reconcile these Statements? 

Ali the Conquests and Establishments formed hitherto in the Indian 
Islands have been formed for the Purpose of subjecting the Commerce 
and Industry of the Natives to the supposed Interests of Monopo lists ; 
and in my Opinion have ‘not been attended with any of the legitimate 
Advantages of European Government. They have always beew hostile 
to the Feelings of the Natives of the Country. Colonies formed in the 
Manner ta which I have alluded, ought to be established upon the li- 
beral Principles of free Trade, and for the mutual advantage of the 
Natives of the Couwatry and those who establish them. 


Are we at present in Possession of any such Stations or Emporia as 
you have alluded to in a former Aaswer, or are there any others calcu- 
lated for that Parpose? 

We are in Possession of Two—Prince ef Wales’s Island and Sin- 


reed 





capoor. They are both of them conveniently situated as Emporia for 
the Trade of the East India Islands, and although they have had few of 
the Benefits of a free Trade, yet they Have been attended with very 
rapid Prosperity. There are many other Stations that might be fixed 
apon, but no Benefit could he expected from such Establishments as 
long as a restricted Systeun of Commerce is pursued by any one, or the 
whole of European Nations within the Archipelago. A Station, for 
example, might be pointed out in the Molucca Islands; but as long as 
a Monopoly of Spices, in Culture and Traffic, is persisted in by the 
Dutch, it could be of no Value, 


Can you give an Account of the Population of the Islands in the 
Eastern Seas? 

The Population of the Indian Archipelago thronghout, without 
including the Philippine Islands, which are really a Portion of the Ar- 
chipelago, has been usually estimated at 10,000,000 ; but I conceive it 
to be much greater, because the Population of Java is now ascertained 
to amount to betwees 5 or 6,090,000 alone, and the Spanish Portion of 
the Philippines is known to contain 1,590,000 of Subjects. 

Is there any Acconnt of the Population of Cochin China? 

T have heard it stated lately that 2,000,000 is the Population of the 
whole Empire. 

Do any of the Observations yon have made, respecting the Im- 
provement of Trade in the Eastern Seas, extend to Cochin China, Siam, 
and Pigou? 

Yes; still more forcibly I conceive, becanse those People are more 
civilized. 

Do they now take any of our Mannfactnres? 

Yes; they are indirectly supplied with some of our Manufactures 
by the Portuguese, Americans, and Chinese. 

Is there any Impediment in the Way of direct Trade with any of 
these People, arising ont of National Jealousy or Prejudice? 

None ont of Prejudice, but political Jealousy a guod deal. 

To which of those Countries does that last Observation apply ; and 
what is the Cause of that political Jealousy ? 

It applies generally to ail the Natives of the Chinese Stamp of Ci- 
vilization. They have the Luteiligeuce to observe that we are Con- 
querors, aud very near them, and very dangerons: Moreover, alli the 
European Naiions behaved extremely ill early in their Commevciai In- 
tercourse with them. 

This Nation too? 

European Nations generally ; all of them, without Exception. The 
French, the Dutch, and the English, I allude to move particularly. 

Does the Jealousy apply equally to ether European Nations as 
to us? 

It applies to all European Nations, but perbaps more to us than to 


any other. 

Does it apply to the Amerieans in the same Measure? 

I should think it does. 

Could you suggest any practicable Mode of establishing a regular 
Mode of Intercourse with those People? 

I should think that perfect Freedom of Trade with those Coun- 
tries, and an Intercourse with peace«ble Merchants, and the Beuefits 
that they weuld experience from such am Intercoarse, would be the best 
Meaus of gaining their Confiience, I have no Doubt that judicious 
diplomatic Arrangements would tend to facilitate the Way to it. 


The Witness is directed to withdraw. 


Ordered, that this Committee be adjourned to Friday next, Three 
o’ Clock, 
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_Tokn Cresafurd, Esquire, i¢ again called in, and examined as follow’ 
myou give any Information to the Committee respecting the pre- 
Commerce 


Oe 
sent State of Japam-and the possibility of extending British 


with its Inhabitants? 
I have attended to the Subject, but I have never visited Japan. 


4. Can you state any Opinion formed in consequence of the Attcption 
you. bave given to that Subject, and the Ground of it? 
es; no'foreign Nations are at present allowed to conduct a Trade: 
with Japan, except the Dutch and Chinese. As long as the present Po- 
licy of the Japanese Government continues the same as it is, and as ithas 
been for upwards of Two Centuries back, I consider it impossible for any. 
European People to find Access to their Ports for Commercial Purposes, 
The Trade conducted by the Dutch is extremely trifling, utterly, unwor- 
thy of Attention as a National Onject, and not a Matter of Credit to 
those who conduct it, The Trade of the Chinese is much more considera. , 
ble; but like that of the Dutch, under severe Restrictions, By this, 
last Channel a considerable Quantity of British Manufactures find their 


. Way inte Japan; and there is no Doubt but they are in great Repute ; 


for the Climate, the Habits of the Peuple, and-their Wealth, contribute 
to give thema Taste fur them. Ican conceive no means by which the 
Trade of Japan could be opened to the rest of the world, unless by the 
Removal of the Dutch Establishment at that Place, aud leaving the. 
Trade open to private Adventurers of all Nations. The Safety, Agreea- 
bleness, and Advantages of the Commerce which would be conducted by 
private Traders might, I couceive, reconcile the Japanese in Time to a 
free connection with Strangers. 


Can you state to the Committee what would be the Freight of Tea 
carried to Europe from Canton in British Ships, supposing that Trade 
to be open, as compared with the Freight of American Ships? 

Perhaps as Ten to Twelve: the following Circumstances lead me 
to believe that the Difference would not be less; the Americans trade 
upon a Capital borrowed at Six per Cent. ; we trade upon a Capital 
borrowed at Five per Cent. or less: we have Manufaciares to export, 
and therefore can carry an outward Cargo as well as an homeward 
Cargo: the Americans can carry out nothing but Specie, unless they 
carried our Manufactures, which of course they cannot to the same 
Advantage as ourselves. In a free Intercourse between all Parts of 
India our Ships would have the Advantage of engaging, when they might 
find it convenient or profitable, in the Colonial Trade of India—the 
Trade from Port to Port, from which the Americans are excluded, 

Are the Manufactures of this Country, in your Opinion, imported 
to any considerable Extent iuto the Islands of the Indian Archipelago, 
by means of the Country Ships carrying them out from the Indian Con- 
tinent ? 

I believe a very small Portion of our Manufactures find their Way into 
the Indian Continent by that Channel. I have understood that upon a 
few Occasions, when the Markets of Calcutta have been overstocked with 
British Manufactures, the Country Traders have brought a few of them 
to the Indian Isiauds. The Country Traders cannot navigate their Ships 
80 economically or cheaply as the free Traders of this Couutry; for they 
trade upon a Capital of Twelve per Cent. instead of Five, and with an 
unskilful, numerous, aud expensive Crew of Lascars instead of British 
Seamen. 

Do you mean, then, by the latter Part of your Answer, to infer 
that Manufactures cannot be introdnced into the Indian Islands throngh 
the Channel of the India Country Ships without such material Addition 
to their Cost as must tendo diminish the Consumption ? 


I am clearly of that Opivion. Previous to the free Trade, British 
Manntactures, especially Cotton Goods, were hardly kuown to the In- 
dian Islands. Since that Period the Quantity has been yearly iucreas- 
ing ; and I can answer, as far as the Population of Java is concerned, that 
it is now rave to see a Native of the Country, above the Rank of a mere 
Peasant, or a Chinese of any Description, who has not same Portion of 
his Dress of British Cotton Mannfacture ; and very often he has a con- 
siderable Portion of his Dress of the Woollen Fabrics of this Country, 

Independently of the Advantage which you have already stated, in 
your Opinion, would arise from the British Ships engaged in free Trade 
with the Indian Islands being permitted to tonch at the Port of Canton, 
would it be an additional Advantage to them to be enabled touch at any 
South American or other Port in their outward-bound Voyage, from 
which they are now by Law prohibited? 

Yes, most certainly? they can bring from South and North Amerie 
ca Commodities peculiarly suited to the Market of China; such as Spe- 
cie, Copper, and Furs. In such a Trade as this, there is all the advan. 
tage and economy of a double Voyage. 

State what would be the comparative Freight of the Americans, as 
compared with the Ships of the East India Company? 

The Freights of the East India Company are somewhat more than 
double those of the Americans, 
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Have you reason to think that our Trade with Japan would have in- 
creased if we had retained Possession of the Island of Java? 

Could we have removed the Dutch Factory at Nangasaki, and 
thrown the Trade open to individual Adventurers, [ have nu doubt, that 
the discretion and Intelligence of our Merchants would in Time have 
succeeded in establishing a Commerce with that Empire. 


Amongst the many Advantages likely to arise from our possessing a 
Station in the Indian Archipelago, do yon anticipate that one will be 
the Establishment of an Intercourse with Japan? 

Provided the Dutch, as far as the Intercourse with Japan is con- 
cerned, reverted to the Principles of free Trade, or supposing the Pos- 
sibility of a Revolution in the Policy of the Japanese Government, I 
think our Possession of a Station so near to the Japanese Islands as 
the Indian Archipelago, would certainly facilitate the way to such an 
Intercourse ; but without those two Concemitants, I see no Prospect 
of it. 

What are or might be the principal Articles of Export from Japan; 
and to what Markets would they be suited? 

In the event of an Intercourse with the numerous, spirited, and 
wealthy Population of Japan, I consider that we nevercould want Returas 
for the Investments sent to that Country. The principal Articles would be 
Copper, (which is of the finest Quality of any in the World), Tuitenagne, 
Gold, Silver, and Camphor ; almost all the Camphor in the World is 
brought from Japan. 

Aithongh the East India Company have the Monopoly of the whole 
China Trade, you have mentioned that there are only Two Articles which 
we import frgm thence, viz. Tea and Silk, and only Two principal Arti- 
cles of Export from hence to them, viz. Tin and Woollens? 

Tea, Silk, and Nankeens are the principal Articles of Import into 
this Country, and as far as I remember, the only Staple Articles of 
Export are Woollens and Tin. 


Do you conceive that the Articles of Tin and Woollens are both ad- 
vantageous Articles of Commerce to the East Indie Company ? 

1 am told there is a Profit made upon the Woollens, but it is difi- 
cult to say, as they are bartered for Black Tea; as fur Tiv, there must 
bea great Loss upon this Article, because Tin is dearer in the Market 
of Lovdon by much than in the Market of Canton ; and because the 
Cost of prodacing Cornish Tin is Two-thirds greater than that of the 
Tin of Banca, and the other Ports of the Indian Is] nds, which go to 
Canton, while the Metal is of inferior Value, always bringing a lower 
Price in the Chinese Market. 


Can you say what is the Inducement then of the Company to deal 
in such an Article of Traffie as that ? 

The East India Company were bound by Law, in. their former Char- 
» ter, to export a certain Quantity of Tin; they still send Tin to China, 
although I am net sure whether, by the existing Charter, they are 
bound to do so. 


Then you conceive that this Export of Tin is nota voluntary Ex- 
port on the Part of the East India Company, as a beneficial Article of 
Trade? 

Certainly I am of that Opinion; neither the East India Company 
nor any Merchant could be sapposed capable of such a Thing as exvort- 
ing Tin from a Couutry where it is dearer than‘in the Market to which 
he is sending it. 

Then the whole of our Export Trade as at present carried on by the 
Company to Canton, consisting of Two Articles only, one is a very los- 
ing Article of Trade to that Company, but they are forced to deal in it. 

I believe so; thongh Tam not certain, as 1 have already stated, 


whether the Exportation by the existing Charter be compulsory or other- 
wise, 


You have however stated in our Evidence, that there are a Variety 
of other Articles that might be beneficially exported to Canton, and to 
its Dependencies, from this Country, and which they at present get by 
means of the Americans? 

Iam of that Opinion. Chinais the greatest, the richest, and the 
most populous Nation of Asia; its Inhabitants fond of Commerce, and 
known to be without Prejudice respecting the Use of Foreiga Commo- 
dities. It cannot be, therefore, but that there must be a grent Con- 
sumption of the Staple Manufuctures of this Country in China, if a free 
Trade existed with that Country. 


Is there not such a Consumption now, though going to them circuit- 
ously ? 

I am told, bat cannot speak from my own Knowledge, that the 
Americans are at prosent exporting large Quantities of British Manu- 
factures to China, 


Do not you conceive it to be a notorous Commercial Fact, although 
you cannot speak from your own Knowledge, that those Articles of Ma- 
pufacture here are exported by means of the Americans ? 

I believe it is perfectly well understood by many Merchants in the 
City, that many valuable Cargoes of Britioh Manufactures have been ex- 


ported from this Couutry for China, in American Bottoms, within these 
last few Months. 


Do not you believe that there is a very extensive Contract at this 
Moment execating in this Country for Chima, throngh the intervention 
of the Americans ? 

I have been told so and believe it. - 


Do you know any Cause why this Trade, which is carried on by 
ether Nations, could not be equally carried om by our East India 
Company ? 

L.koow no Reason but the general one, that a Joint Stock Company 
wants aM the Intelligence, Activity and Economy which belongs toa 
private Merchant. 

Then the Company, by their present Charter, keep the private 
Merchants of this Country out of a beneficial Trade, which they do not 
enjoy themselves ? 

They keep the private Merchant out of a great deal of the Field 
which they cannot themselves oceupy ; their own Trade, like all Mono- 
poly Trades, is of course a heavy Tax upon the Consumer, 


Have not the Ludnustry of our Manufacturers, and the Energy of 
our Merchants, been too strong for this Menopoly ; and have not our 
Mauufactureis forced their Way to Canton, in Spite of this Mouopoly, 
through other Bottoms ? 

Our Merchants are completely cut out, becavse the Monopoly is a 
very close one ; but through the Skill of our Manufacturers, our manu- 
factured Wares are so cheap that they find their Way to Canton by the 
indirect Channel of the Americans and others, but of course in much 
smailer Quantity than could be exported in a free and fair Trade direct- 
ly from this Country. 

Then, so far as onr Manufactures have fgund their Way, their Mo- 
nopoly has deprived us of the Carrying Trade? 

Certainly. 

Would not you then consider, as far as the Question of the Exten- 
sion of this Trade to general Merchants would go, that it is a Question 
not between the general Merchant and the East India Company only, 
bat a Question between our owa general Merchants and the Americans ¢ 

Ves, 

When you talked of the Trade carried on in our Manufactures in 
American Botioms, did you mean to say that they take our Manufac- 
tares direct to Canton and to those Islands, or that there was any inter- 
mediate Place at which they called ? 

I have no precise Information to offer with respect to that Question. 
I have understood they have cleared out for Gibraltar or Malta, and 
sailed eventually fur China, By the Lists of the Cargoes which I have 
seen I could have no Doubt, from the Nature of the Articles, that they 
were iutended for the peculiar Market of China. 


You mean to say that our Manufactures went direct from hence to 
the Chinese Market in American Vessels, under Colour of a Clearance 
for another Port? 

I believe so, 


Do you think there is any thing inthe Law to prevent an American 
if he pleased it, clearing out bona fide and direct from hence for Cantou 
with any Cargo whate er? 

1 am not competeat to speak to that. 

Do you not conceive that the large Quantity of disposable Ship- 
ping which the Americans possessed after they ceased to be the Carriers 
of the World, must have afforded peculiar Facilities and Inducemeats to 
them in opening a Trade with China? 

No Doubt it did; but had we been placed upon the same Terms 
with the Americans, 2s we shared the Commerce of the World between 
us, we should have had the same Advantages. 

Do not you think that the great Command of unemployed Shipping 
that they at that Time had must have afforded an extraordinary Lnpulse 
to that Trade? ¥ 

Yes, [have no Doubt of it: yet that Trade was extensive during 
the War when they had the principal Carrying Trade of the World. 

Do you conceive that that Impulse has been since at all diminished 
by the Recay of the Shipping that they had at the Commencement of 
the increased Trade to which you have referred in a former Part of your 
Evidence? 

I have seen written Doccuments said to have been framed by the 
American Consul at Canton, Mr. Wilcox, which will give a clear An- 
swer to this Question; as far as I can charge my Memory with Figures, 
im the Year 1817-18 the American Imports are made by that Document 
to appear about Seven Millions of Spanish Dollors; in the last Year, 
1818-19, they are stated at 10,250,000 Dollars, Ihave seen the Ac- 


counts of the American Trade at Canton for a long Series of Years, and, 
with the Exception of the Period of the War with Great Britain, there 
appears from them a constant Increase of the Trade. 


The Witness is directed to withdraw. 
Order, That this Committee be adjourned till To-morrow, Twelve o’Clock, 








